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very volume seems to be more focused and when we Look back at 
the early ones it seems amazing how we have changed and it is only when 
we look at these books and pages in context are we aware that life is going 
past so quickly...that kids grow up and have thetr own lives and friends, 
like us, have aged. The world is ever more frantic ana the ‘good old days’ 
and ‘| remember’ seem to pepper our conversations more frequently. | seem to 
say “aaah” every time | sit down and yes, | actually feel tired sometimes. | 
have wot resorted to Lunchtime snoozes yet...but “watch this space” 


Financially the world ts ow a kutfe’s edge and whole economies reflect the 
lifestyle we have all adopted... buy now even if you haven't got the money to 
pay for it. | thiwe that we rely ow the financial market and ‘invistble 
exports’ far too much and tf we returned to actually producing something 
we woula be in a better state. Economies that do, ave emerging tw a much 
better economic position than the UK. Forget relying ow finite mineral 
deposits and otl reserves that are short- term solutions and always produce 
excessive wealth that ts wot evenly distributed — let us go back to our roots 
ana develop our agriculture, or industries and our flair for inventions (that 
inevitably seem to be exploited elsewhere). Let us take stock of where we are 
wow and plan sensibly for the future. What legacy are we passing on to the 
next generation?? Nothing | am proud of. A monumental debt, an over- 
zealous bureaucracy and a government that does wot represent people like 
me...that ‘leak’ information to see how the ground Lies before acting on it. | 
must be listening to too many politicians ow phone-ins. This is their stock 
in trade. Pose a rhetorical question then answer it yourself... They are all one 
type — very few are living tn the real world and therefore | fatl to see how 
they caw represent me. They are in it for the ride and strong good 
politicians are noticeable by thelr absence. 
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Yes, when | read this | am aware that | have become cynical but that ts the 
prerogative of age. tf one accepts unquestioningly what one is told therein 
Lies the road to conformity and God help me that would be a living death. 
| thiwe all our family have minds of their own and by questioning dictates, 
questioning attitudes and beliefs we are fit to mould our responses and 


become better, more enlightened individuals. 


Our good friend David died last week after a 15 year period of being 
wheelchatr-bound arter his stroke. He managed courageously and one never 
saw the mental torment he obviously felt. tt certainly made me feel very 
conscious of how Little time we have on this earth and determined to put my 
house tw order, clear up my mess, give my kids and wife a hug...telling 
them how much they mean to me and begin to throw away those piles of 
‘twteresting’ memorabilia that | have amassed — that seemed so interesting 
at the time but tn reality when | am gone will fuel a gigantic bonfire. 


Europe seems to be posturing on the brink of disaster and the thought at the 
back of my mind ts that without a common currency/unity are we opening 
the gates for the possibility of future wars again. Forget what the politicians 
spout forth - different European countries are so entrenched tn their 
individual ways there will never be unity. 


See...l have sata before - these prefaces are great therapy as grumpy old men 
like me dow’t go ow protest marches or strike a tent on the steps of St Pauls. 
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The family are all well and it is great to see them all doing well in their own 
ways. Mum ts still well and walks, albeit slowly, to the shops, library ana 
round here for Lunch or dimner every week. Tammy, Ben ana family are all 
well and enjoying their great new home. DP, Likewise ts really happy tn his 
floating home and he has just made it comfortable for the winter ahead. At 
the ena of October we still haa Lunch tn the brilliant sunshine tn the garden. 


Lynn, hopefully will be giving up work soow. She has worked all her adult 
life often in jobs that were not as exciting or interesting as they first 
appeared and she has stuck to them and | am very proud (and thankful) to 
her. 


tam actively still Looking for assistance to slowly relieve me of the wore 
burden which caw be pretty exhausting at times. Towards this end | am still 
developing toleas tw food and drink and hopefully one of these will hit the 
jackpot. Lynn and t feel confident that our Latest ventures into some 
original drinks which ave really well recetved may have great potential. 


Beau came ow a lightening visit with DP a couple of days ago and they get 
ow so well and he ts wow an even-wmore thoughtful and delightful grandson. 
He is now reading and enjoys his bed-time stories with Dad. Lynn took 
them ice skating at The Tower of London ana he fell down repeatedly...got 
up with not a word and continued to enjoy himself. A great spirit. 


Tam § Ben just received a letter from Larnie’s school reporting ow her 
achievements which are in the top 10% of gifted children. well done 
Larwie...use your obvious abilities in a worthwhile way 
All in all...life ts pretty great 
[/) 
[pe 


..December 21st 2011 


October 2011. | went for a day's satling with lvor, meeting DP ana friends 
at Pin Mill 


The Butt ana Oyster — less crowded 
this time of year 
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| thiwe the next few shots capture the joy of London... 
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Santa's © 
new pants 
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302 ==" | SKATE AT SOMERSET HOUSE 
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TUE 27-DEC-11 


Ounce again Somerset House was the chosen 
Location for our Xmas fun and unfortunately DP and the Rios could not join us and e 
went with Tammy, Ben ano Larnie. It was as beautiful as always and once we got 
used to lt we were soon sailing round. 


A combination of camera shake and 
shivers gave me some rotten photographs but we soon warmed up with the pizzas 
afterwards... 
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...and the tube home...” thank heavens for that” oo... Ata | hear???? 
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A lovely walk from Bayfora to Hertford alowg a footpath we recently Atscovered reveals 


Lots of beautiful natural jewels, that ave all too easily missed 
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lam sorry tf you found them ‘sameyy’..| Love them and | guess these books are self- 


indulgent so humour me, or flick through them mumbling...”interesting” or 
something equally non-committal...”it’s your Loss”, sata he smugly 


AWYWAY ow with some wore shots... 


January 2012...Our motley crew ow a walle from the depths of Broxbourne to here at 
Trent Park ending in the tnevitable pu.... 
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on my 68 birthday we went to a really great Turkish restaurant tn Edmonton and the 
family were joined by Martin § Maxine and of course our Jo. It was a real informal blow 
out and great fun. A birthday to remember. 
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And on to the more serious business of food... 


yr nadad enough kids???” 
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On Yes...out Still room for aw ice cream... 


